Week 3 14th-18th September
Welcome to our home school communication! Each week you will get an overview of the class learning and will be set some home tasks too. Home school communication books should be returned to school on a Wednesday. 
	Please find below the summary of our week in school.

	In the Classroom…
	This week the children have continued to settle really well into Reception. We have been focusing on becoming familiar with our classroom and school routines, including sitting on the carpet, lining up, getting ready for lunch and developing independence throughout the school day.
Our focus story has been ‘One Day on Our Blue Planet: In the Savannah’. The children have enjoyed learning about the different animals that live in the savannah and exploring this theme throughout our continuous provision.
In the home corner, the children have enjoyed imaginative play, while in the construction area they have been busy building and creating towers and train tracks. At the malleable table, the children have been developing their counting skills by making Play-Doh hedgehogs and carefully counting the correct number of spikes.
At the creative table, we have explored the different patterns found on animals. The children looked closely at the patterns and had a go at recreating them themselves.
At the writing and fine-motor table, children have been cutting out different animal body parts and putting them together, as well as carefully placing stickers onto circles on the animals. These activities have helped to develop their fine-motor control and strengthen the muscles needed for writing.
At the maths table, children have been looking carefully at quantities in pictures and matching these to the correct numerals.
During our adult-led activity, we have been identifying different savannah animals and talking about their special features.

	Outside the classroom… 
	The children have really enjoyed exploring our outdoor provision this week. They have been building and creating with the train track, developing their ball skills, making creations in the mud kitchen and building sandcastles in the sand. We have also continued to encourage the children to learn the routines and expectations for using our outdoor area safely and independently.

	Phonics
	This week we have started our phonics learning, using the Oxford Owl ELS scheme. There is more information about the scheme we use and the order in which the sounds are taught, on our school website.  The children have been introduced to the sounds s and a, practising recognising the sounds and beginning to form the letters in our books. We have also been focusing on developing a comfortable and effective pencil grip. Each week will we send home a letter formation sheet for your child to practice at home. 

	Maths
	This week in Maths we have been developing our counting skills within 5. We have enjoyed singing counting songs and rhymes, including Five Little Ducks and Five Little Speckled Frogs. The children have been using their fingers to represent the numbers and thinking carefully about what happens to the quantity each time one goes away.

	Home learning
	Please practise writing the phonemes (sounds) s and a.
Please read your book and talk about the story.

	Diary dates
	Parent/Carer and Teacher meetings – 19th and 21st October
Non-uniform day for PaFoS – Friday 23rd October


Please remember to visit the school website for the photos. Reception class page 
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