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This year, we have started following a new RE syllabus, along with most other
schools around Coventry and Warwickshire. It has proved itself to be really
complex and detailed and aims to teach children about the different worldviews
that people hold, rather than teaching about religions in a linear way. The whole
school have really shown an interest in this new challenge and there have been
some fantastic discussions around school. In the Early Years, children have
explored how people show their belonging as part of different groups, year one
have investigated how some people may show their worldviews in different ways
and have just begun to explore where people may turn to for guidance, looking
particularly at sources of guidance for non-religious people. In year 2, pupils have
investigated different worldviews that people following the religion of Islam may
have and in year 3, the importance of nature and the seasons for people. Year 4
have looked into how people may seek guidance to do hard things, year 5 have
looked at why ancient stories may be important and how they have changed
over time and in year 6, pupils have explored how beliefs shape people's
lifestyles. Pupils have made some really insightful contributions so far, and | am
looking forward to seeing how this continues in the lessons still to come!

Miss Blackaby
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Diary Dates
Monday 20th January

Year 4 Swimming
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Tuesday 21st January

After School Games Club
Years 1-6

3.20pm-4.20pm
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Friday 24th January

Year 5 celebration
assembly 9am—parents/
carers welcome

Non Uniform for donation
of class coloured raffle
item. Please see
attached flyer for more
information

The school has strong links with St Oswald’s Church. Further details are available from www.smso.org.uk




DRUMBA

The whole school had a great day on Wednesday.
They all attended a Drumba workout.
As you can see, this involves moving to music whilst banging a drum!

Thank you to https://www.drumba.co.uk/ for providing the children with an action packed
workout!



https://www.drumba.co.uk/

This week's Family Information Service Newsletter - Tuesday 14 January 2025

The Family Information Service (FIS) provides free, impartial advice on a variety of services and
useful information. They produce a weekly newsletter. Please use link below to access the
newsletter.

https://mailchi.mp/warwickshire/family-information-service-newsletter-1219204-
96fqcdqqps-8827743?e=04fcebfde0

ROBLOX SAFETY

It is Internet Safety day on 6th February.

A lot of our pupils play Roblox.
For more information on how to keep your child safe whilst on this platform please use the link
below.

https://www.openvieweducation.co.uk/roblox-parent-guide/

ATTENDANCE

Our whole school attendance target is 95%

This week’s whole school attendance is 96.0%

School starts at 8.50am, arriving after this time may affect your child’s attendance mark.

Can we ask that if your child is not well enough to attend school that we have a specific reason
and not ‘unwell’ as we need to state a reason in the attendance records.

Please can medical appointments be made for after school.
We also require proof of appointments that are made during school time.
Please follow the attached links for useful information
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

https://www.pharmacy2u.co.uk/
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Encourage your child to come to you
if ANYTHING online makes them feel
uncomfortable, upset or worried.

Silly School Education
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Eniday 24th is dress down day for a
donation of coloured raffle items, kids are

welcome to wear an item of their chosen

year group colour.
Any non perishable items are welcome, no alcohol!
see the suggestions below for ideas, I.e sweets,
biscuits, tea bags, shower gel, new books or toys
also welcome. what will YOU bring!
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Mental Health in Schools Team W
Tips For Wellness

Online Safety

With lots of our young people accessing different online platforms, it is important we are making
sure this online activity is accessed in a safe and positive way. Online activity is a big part of day-to-
day life and for young people is the norm. This may involve watching YouTube videos, online
gaming, having social media accounts (e.g. Instagram, TikTok) or using the intermnet to support
completing homework tasks. As a parent/ caregiver, this can at times be difficult to navigate and
stay on top of these ever-evolving platforms.

It is good to remember that online activity can be positive: there are lots of opportunities to leam
new things, spread joy and positivity, connect with others and show creativity.

Our Top Tips For Online Safety:

1. Have regular conversations about online safety- Making communication about online activity a
normal part of the conversation will create an open and more relaxed dialogue around what your
young person is accessing online. This can also make it easier for your young person to come
and speak to you if they do have any worries.

2. Encourage time away from devices- Spending too much time online and looking at a device can
begin to blur the lines between the online world and what is happening right in front of us.
Encourage regular screen time breaks. This could be by completing an activity which the whole
family can get involved in e.g. playing a board game or going for a walk. There are also wellbeing
setting on apps, including Instagram and Tik Tok to support setting these boundaries.

3. Keeping it real- It can be useful to remind our young people that not everything they see online is
real. Some of this content may have a negative impact on how they feel about themselves and
what they are doing. It can be useful to remind young people that an online post is only one
snapshot of time. Encourage your young person to take control of what they are looking at and
help them to feel empowered fo choose to access online content that encourages positivity and
makes them feel good.

Online safety is an ongoing conversation. By setting boundaries, providing guidance and being open,
this encourages young people to navigate the online world safely and responsibly.
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In Coventry and Warwickshire, for any urgent mental health concerns, contact the RISE Crisis
Helpline available 24/7, by calling NHS 111. Alternatively, call 999 or visit A&E in an emergency,

I for Example if medical attention is reqUirE'd. l
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BookTrust

Getting children reading

For further information, visit:

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/tips-and-advice/reading-tips/

TOP TIPS TO HELP PARENTS READ WITH THEIR CHILDREN

« Ask your child to choose what they’d like to read. They'll feel more interested in the story if they've
picked it out themselves. (And don't worry if they keep returning to the same story, either!)

« [If you can, turn off the TV, radio and computer. It's easier for both of you to enjoy the story without any
other distractions.

« Sit close together. You could encourage your child to hold the book themselves and turn the pages,
too.

« Take a look at the pictures. You don't just have to read the words on the page. Maybe there's
something funny in the pictures that you can giggle about together, or perhaps your child enjoys
guessing what will happen next.

* Ask questions and talk about the book. Picture books can be a great way to talk through your child's
fears and worries, or to help them deal with their emotions. Give them space to talk, and ask how they
feel about the situations in the story.

+ Have fun! There's no right or wrong way to share a story - as long as you and your child are having
fun. Don't be afraid to act out situations or use funny voices... your little ones will love it!

WAYS FOR PARENTS TO ENCOURAGE A LOVE OF READING

* Read yourself! It doesn’t matter what it is - pick up a newspaper or magazine, take a look at a cookery
book, read a computer manual, enjoy some poetry or dive into a romance or detective novel. And get
your children to join in = if you're cooking, could they read the recipe? If you're watching TV, can they
read out the listings?

* Give books as presents. And encourage your children and their friends to swap books with each other
- it’ll give them a chance to read new stories, and get them all talking about what they're reading.

* Visit the local library together. It's always fun choosing new books to read, and keep an eye out for
special author events at the library or local bookshops - children love meeting their favourite authors.
Jacqueline Wilson and Anthony Horowitz always have signing queues that are miles long!

¢ Encourage children to carry a book at all times. That way, they'll never be bored (this is something
you can do, too!)

* Have a family bookshelf. If you can, have bookshelves in your children’s bedrooms, too.

* Koeop reading together. Just because your children are older, it doesn’t mean you have to stop sharing
stories - perhaps you could try the Harry Potter series or A Series of Unfortunate Events.

* Don't panic if your child reads the same book over and over again. Let's be honest - we've all done it!
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HM Government
Head to the NHS website to find out more. m



