Early Years
	Intent
The statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage sets the standards for learning, development and care from birth to 5 years.
Our curriculum is designed to recognise children’s prior learning and experiences and to build on this.  We plan activities linked to children’s interests to ensure they are engaged in learning experiences and making progress.
We intend for all children to make at least good progress from their starting points in Nursery and Reception and to become lifelong learners.


	Implementation

Every half term a new theme is introduced to provide inspiration for learning whilst providing the flexibility for children to follow their own interests and ideas.
There is a mix of adult led and child-initiated activities and learning takes place in whole class, small group of individual sessions as appropriate to meet the needs of each child.
We teach phonics using Essential Letters and Sounds. This is aimed to ensure all children learn to read well, quickly.  Children are encouraged to read at home using e books that are assigned to them weekly.  They are heard read in school as part of phonics lessons, guided reading group sessions and individual reading sessions.  They are given books that match their level of phonic knowledge so they can be successful.
Maths is taught using the NCETM axis materials and aims for mastery.  There is a daily whole class lesson and follow up group activities are planned through the week.  Children have access to materials that have been used in lessons during child-initiated time so they can further explore and consolidate their learning.  
We deliver the NELI programme for children identified as having cause for concern in their language skills.  
Wellcomm Time to Talk is used to assess all children on entry to Nursery and Reception and language groups are put in place for children who need this support.


	Impact
All staff in Nursery and Reception are continually assessing the children through observations, conversations with the child and engaging in activities with children.  These observations are recorded on Tapestry.  
Assessments are recorded on Target Tracker on entry and every term so that progress can be monitored. 
Ongoing observations are used to inform planning and identify children’s next steps.
Phonics assessments take place every five weeks.
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